Correspondence agents. We are pleased to be able to give preliminary results of the effect of edrophonium administered during coronary angiography. The results of this study will be published,1 indicating that edrophonium was not associated with spasm or other abnormality of the coronary arteries. Therefore we stand by our suggestion that edrophonium is a safer provocative agent than ergometrine, which is itself used to provoke coronary artery spasm.
The authors do not state the time of the second indocyanine green injection in relation to the last dose of cimetidine. If this interval were longer than a few hours, plasma concentrations of cimetidine would be low and a transient effect on liver blood flow might be missed. Antipyrine clearance, however, would still be affected as enzyme inhibition is unlikely to reverse so rapidly.
A less serious error occurs in Table 1 . The initial volume of distribution of indocyanine green is usually little more than the plasma volume, but the mean value given is 33 36 litres, which is probably a typographical mistake. Finally, we are surprised that the 19% average increase in indocyanine green clearance did not reach statistical significance. Presumably the large inter-individual variation and the small number of subjects introduced a type II error.
There is unfortunately a conflicting literature on the possible effects of cimetidine on liver blood flow and this conflict has yet to be resolved.
